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Members support the Motion, it stands over and is considered
at 7 o'clock the same evening.44                               v
What has been called the "Half-Hour" Adjournment
debate takes place at the end of each day's regular business.
A Private Member may raise a matter of which he has given
informal notice but which does not involve new legislation.
A short reply from the Government follows.45 This enables
a grievance to be ventilated without a formal Motion and
without a vote.
Immediately before Parliament adjourns for a recess,
there are a series of general debates similar in character to the
regular "Half-Hour" Adjournment debates.
Vote of Censure and other Opposition Motions
The most extreme form of Opposition attack on Gov-
ernment policy is the Vote of Censure.40 It is a custom that
the Government always finds time for consideration of a
Motion of Censure. There is not the same obligation to pro-
vide time for consideration of those Opposition Motions
which advocate different policies from those the Government
has been following but which are not explicitly Motions of
Censure.
"Prayerf*
A "Prayer" in Parliament is a Alotion to annul a Statu-
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46 The following motion of censure was moved by the Leader of
the Opposition on December 4, 1952 (H.C. Debates, 5th Series, Vol. 508,
Col. 1783):
"That this House regrets that Her Majesty's Government is deal-
ing with the Business of the House incompetently, unfairly, and in defiance
of the best principles of Parliamentary democracy and the national interest,
and records the view that this is in part brought about by the efforts
of Ministers to force through measures, unrelated to the needs of the
nation, for which they have no adequate support in Parliament or the
country.'*